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 HAMPSHIRE RAMBLERS AREA  AGM

Saturday 6 February 2016,  2:00pm to 5:00pm

Cody Sports & Social Club, The Fairway, Old Ively Road, 
Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 0FE

(For Sat Nav’s please use GU14 0LP)

WALK:   There will be a walk of about 5 miles (2 hours)
starting from the AGM venue at 10:30am.

TRAVEL DIRECTIONS:

CATERING:

AGM BUSINESS:

Cover photo by Alan Mather

Located south west of Farnborough just off the A323 Fleet to Alder-
shot  Road, take the first exit if coming from Farnborough, second exit 
if coming from Fleet or third exit if coming from Aldershot. Follow 
the signs for Laser Run, after a few hundred yards turn left then first 
right - the car park is about 50yds down the road on your left. Walk up 
towards the main football pitch to the front door of the social club.

The hall will be open from 10:00am until 5:00pm. Tea, coffee and cakes 
will be available after the walk and AGM.  Participants should bring a 
packed lunch.

Acceptance of the Area Annual Report in which Officers and Groups 
outline their work and achievements during the year, 
Acceptance of the Annual Accounts – where the money came from and 
went to
Election of Area Officers.  Nominations may be made for any of the 
Area Officer posts – Chairman, Secretary etc. – either to the Secretary 
before the meeting, or at the meeting. (Area Treasurer is retiring).
The formal AGM will be followed by a talk by a guest speaker (to be 
announced), then a Q & A session.

Hosted by NE HAnts Ramblers
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We were very sorry to learn of the death of John Alexander, who was a very active member of 
Winchester Ramblers until 2009, when John and Ivy moved to Dorset.  John will be remem-
bered for his contribution to both our group and for his support to the national campaign for 
access in the countryside.  
John was speaker for the Campaign for National Parks;  in support for the New Forest and the 
South Downs being made into National Parks.  
In April 1996 he wrote an article, “Roaming in the Gloaming”, sent  to all Hampshire Ram-
blers’ Groups. In the article John appeals to Ramblers’ members to help provide central office 
with examples of places in the county where they walked freely, and where access had been 
challenged. He concludes the article: “As an Association we have always claimed we are try-
ing to recover our lost freedom to roam in our own countryside.”
Derrick Hudson, Winchester Ramblers Chairman.

I was saddened to hear that John Alexander had died. I first met John when I attended my first 
Hampshire Area Council meeting in 1996.
 He became a good friend and fellow campaigner on a number of issues; the Right to Roam,
in the campaign to create the South Downs National Park. In 1998 we both attended the Ram-
blers General Council in Aberdeen. I successfully moved a resolution to create two new na-
tional Parks in the New Forest & the South Downs. John seconded & made the case for the 
New Forrest.
Our sympathy goes out to Ivy, his son Peter and members of his family.
Owen Plunkett, Publicity Officer.

John Alexander, who was Footpaths Officer and then Chairman of 
the Ramblers’ Winchester Group, has died aged 91.  But he was 
far more than a group official, important though such jobs are; he 
participated vigorously in the national campaign for greater access 
to the countryside.
John was a firm believer in our cause, and one of the most forceful 
advocates for the right to roam in the lead-up to the Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act 2000.  He would attend our rallies and write 

countless letters to ministers and MPs, and articles and letters in the local press, always well 
argued and coherent.  We could depend on him to be there and to be our spokesman.  Indeed, 
he believed in much greater rights for the public, and saw the limited CROW Act as the first 
step toward public access to all land.
He argued strongly for the New Forest and South Downs to be made National Parks, long 
campaigns which were ultimately successful.  He was valued by the Campaign for National 
Parks as one of their speakers, retiring only a few years ago.
I shall always remember John with great affection and as one of the pillars of our movement.  
I send my deep commiserations to Ivy and the family.
Kate Ashbrook
President of the Ramblers, general secretary of the Open Spaces Society, trustee of the 
Campaign for National Parks.

John “Access” Alexander Tributes
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In June Portsmouth Group visited London again to do the 
Summer London walk which this time went from the Lon-
don Eye, to the North Bank of the Thames and the Whitehall 
area and continuing through Gardens to Parliament Square 
and Lambeth. Then on the south Bank to Battersea Park re-
turning through Chelsea to Waterloo Station.
Starting by crossing Hungerford bridge we turned left to 
view Joseph Bazelgette’s bust, who constructed the London 
Sewerage system under the embankment. Then as the roads 
were extremely busy being Trooping of the Colour we made 
our way into Whitehall Gardens. Here there are many inter-
esting statues and monuments to many famous people.
Then it was onto Parliament Square via the remains of 
Whitehall Palace, Queen Mary Steps. This was a new land-
ing stage built by Sir Christopher Wren for said Queen in 
1695.

Passing also the statue of Queen Boudicca at Westminster 
Bridge and the busts 
of Oliver Cromwell 
and Charles 1st who 
face each other in per-
petuity.

Next to be seen is the Stat-
ue to the memory of Mrs 
Pankhurst who fought for 
the vote for women.
Continuing through Vic-
toria Tower Gardens we 
crossed over Lambeth 
Bridge having seen MI5’s  
HQ before crossing for a 
well-earned coffee stop at 
the Garden Museum next 

to Lambeth 
Palace.
The drizzle, 
started now, 
did not deter 
our group, as we continued past Ramblers H Q 
and MI6 on the south side of the Thames, and into 
a massive building project to transform Battersea 
Power Station and the surrounding area. Passing 
Battersea Dogs and Cats home (you could go in 

~ David Nichols’ Contrasting London Walks ~
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if you wished for a modest fee, but not sure how many 
animals you’d come out with!) before entering Battersea 
Park. Here the authorities were setting up for an Electric 
Car Grand Prix to be held in several weeks, and was of 
some interest to our walkers.
Lunch was called at the river view where with a minute to 
spare we saw the Queen’s official birthday flypast, only the 
Red Arrows this year because of the low cloud base. Then 
to the Peace Pagoda where again a group was setting up 
for an 30th anniversary of the donation to London by the 
Japanese Buddhist order in 1985.
Following lunch the river was crossed going into an area 
which in Henry V111’s time was owned and lived in by 
Thomas More.  As we continued eastwards the Royal Hos-
pital, Chelsea was reached where through railings the last 
resting place of Margaret Thatcher’s ashes was observed. Continuing along the north embank-
ment just before reaching Vauxhall bridge the walkers were much amused by two groups of 
NAKED cyclists making a protest about  climate change. The next and final stop was Tate 
Britain where a cream tea could be had for £4.99 being very good value for two scones , cream 
and jam.
Returning once more to cross Lambeth Bridge the group made our way to the London Eye 
once more before returning home from Waterloo station.

We move on now to this year’s Autumn London walk from Wimbledon Park through 
Wimbledon Common and Richmond Park ending at Richmond Station.

Wimbledon Park dates from the 16th Century; when it formed part of the extensive grounds of 
the earliest Wimbledon Manor House and was used for deer hunting and hawking. It is more 
famous for its modern usage as across the lake can be seen the All England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club.
Continuing along by the lake we turn right at the brick water-sports building. We are continu-
ing to the Wimbledon Tennis where we view the No 1 Court before walls obstruct our view.
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Now on the common the scenery becomes more rural and bushes and tree abound flanking a 
good path to Windmill Tearooms and café.
Wimbledon Windmill is the last remaining post flour mill in the country. In this unusual 
design the main body of the mill with all its machinery, turned on a central post, through 
which a hole was bored for a drive shaft taking power to the machinery. Moving on 

through the common we reach a memorial before we 
reach the main A3 road which we crossed into Richmond 
Park where deer can be observed.
Richmond Park is London’s largest Royal Park covering 
2500 acres. It is a national nature reserve, and Site of 

Special Scientific Interest, and is Europe’s  largest urban park. It has oak and other trees some 
of which are 700 years old. 
We take a well-worn path to the left of the road and car park striking off across open  parkland 
and continuing up a small incline with 
Spankers Hill Wood on our right. We will 
continue on this path to the Pen Ponds but 
on our right is a view unfolding of White 
Lodge, the home of The Royal Ballet 
School constructed in 1727, and was fea-
tured in the film Billy Elliot.
From here we continue to Pembroke 
Lodge where we had a tea stop just be-
fore the rain started which continued for 
the rest of the walk. Pembroke Lodge was 
originally the home of the Park’s mole-
catcher but became the grand house for 
the Countess of Pembroke in 1788. In 1847 it became the residence of the then Prime Minister 
Lord John Russell and then the childhood home of his grandson Bertrand Russell.
We continue on to the Mound where there are extensive protected views of as far away as St 
Pauls Cathedral.  This  is actually a barrow or burial mound but legend says that Henry V111 
stood here awaiting the gun that would tell him that Anne Boleyn has been beheaded and he 
was now free to pursue Jane Seymour. Going down from the Mound we make our way to the 
Petersham Gate, crossing over the road, taking a footpath to the right of the Dysart Arms, when 
we take a path across the meadows. 
We take the path to the Thames where we go onto the towpath, visited on previous walks. We 
then continue along the path under the 18th Century elegant Richmond Bridge and reach Friars 
Lane. We continue right up to Richmond Green  and follow signs for Richmond Station.
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~ National Parks Day by Owen Plunkett~

To mark National Parks Day on August 15th the Campaign for National Parks teamed up with 
38 Degrees* to organise   walks/campaigning events  in every National Park in England. These 
events also drew attention to the cuts to funding that are being imposed by the government and 
are threatening the future of our NPs. 
I attended the South Downs walk which started from the QECP Centre and climbed up Butser 
Hill, which at 270m is the highest point on the South Downs chalk ridge and the second high-
est point within the National Park.
The walk was led by Robert Self, a trustee of the South Downs Society and a member of the 
Ramblers. Approximately 50 Ramblers and 38 degree members enjoyed the spectacular views 
and the special points of interest.
For those who are not familiar with 38 Degrees they are a campaigning organisation that sup-
ports many good causes and were instrumental in the campaign to oppose the sale of forestry 
land.
Please sign the petition 
Please save our National Parks. Stop cutting their funding and make sure National Park Au-
thorities have enough money to protect our most iconic landscapes for future generations.
 https://secure.38degrees.org.uk/page/s/save-our-national-parks

Vacancies:
Replacements for the Area Treasurer and Advertising Officer for HR Magazine are re-
quired urgently. Anyone interested please contact the chairperson or secretary.
See back page for contact details.
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What are Local Nature Reserves?
Usually they are sites of “natural green space” – says Natural England! Such sites may be 
of geographical and geological interest, contain unique plants and wildlife worthy of con-
servation, but also offer the potential for public exercise and recreation. Unique brownfield 
sites, some cemeteries, farmlands and orchards may also be suitable for LNR listing. County 
councils, boroughs, parishes and land-owning private trusts may “declare” an LNR to Natural 
England. This starts a process which can lead to statutory (legal) protection of an LNR for up 
to the recommended 21 years. Hampshire currently has the following 17 statutory local nature 
reserves. The Moors – Claylands – Mercury Marshes – Zebon Copse – Westwood Woodland 
Park – Broxhead Common – Hacketts Marsh – Dundridge – Lymington and Keyhaven – Kites 
Croft -  Swanwick Lakes – The Kench – Crab Wood – Hook with Warsash – Johnston’s Cop-
pice – Shortheath Common -  St Catherine’s Hill.
Hampshire also has 10 separate and distinct  National Nature Reserves (NNR). See : www.
naturalengland.org.uk
Why semi-secret?
Several  reasons.  Some LNRs simply ‘hide in plain sight’. Consider Kites Croft on the busy 
A27 at Titchfield. Hundreds of cars roar past it every day. Shoppers pour into Argos and 
Dunelm Mills at its western end without so much as a glance. Apart from some local residents, 
visitors are few and far between. Yet it is a uniquely secluded, wooded enclave  amidst Fare-
ham’s urban sprawl.  Other places such as Claylands at Bishops Waltham  let you into ‘secrets’ 
of a different kind - in this case a long-gone industrial enterprise , the brickmaking industry. 
Other places retain their mystery down the ages ; to wit - the unique grass mizmaze on top of 
St Catherine’s Hill at Winchester .The LNR at Dundridge hamlet rubs shoulders with one of 
the county’s most intriguing story-telling pubs, The Hampshire Bowman. And so it goes on!
It’s Good to Walk!
Indeed it is, and an advantage of LNRs is that they are local. Often  able to be visited without 
too much effort or travel. Good exercise can be had without thinking about the strictures of A, 
B or C walks.  Educational too.  Visiting LNRs keeps the heart healthy and the mind active. 
Finding out interesting details of the geography and history – details that are often quite pro-
found in telling tales of a once and different England - puts a new and perhaps more affection-
ate perspective on the county we live in .That is certainly true in my case and I suspect it is true 
of many like-minded ramblers. Occasionally I consult the superb Victorian County History of 
Hampshire or my atlas of the County Maps of Old England to help flesh out the details of the 
places I walk in and around. In my head I carry a ‘Secret History of Hampshire Rambles’. It 
helps to make walking fun. Try exploring the following four LNRs and store your own secrets 
after visiting them!
Zebon Copse.
This area of ancient woodland (believed ‘managed’ circa 1600) occupies 20 hectares or so of 
the south-western corner of Fleet. The best  access is from Junction 5 of the M3  followed by 
a turn left about three miles along the A287. Cars can be parked at Crookham Village wharf 
. A pleasant half mile stroll along the towpath of the Basingstoke Canal leads to a swing 
bridge at the entrance to Zebon  Copse. The canal actually bisects the reserve. A well-signed 

~ Saunters  to Semi-Secret  Sites: Hampshire Local Nature Reserves 
 by Louis Murray ~
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circular trail and boardwalk leads 
through dense stands of oak and 
hazel trees that demonstrate the 
ancient forest management tech-
nique of coppicing. There are 
also ponds and mires with several   
well-constructed viewing stages. 
Look closely and you might see 
“pond skaters” exploiting sur-
face tension to apparently walk 
on the water.  Orchids flourish in 
the sheltered corners as does the  
Greater Stitchwort – the flowering 
plant known to our grandparents 

as “Dead Man’s Bones” – and believed to  cure pains and ‘stitches’. Adjacent to the LNR on 
the south side at Redfields, was the location of the only commercially successful tobacco plan-
tation in the UK. Its ‘Blue Prior’ branded tobacco, cigars and cigarettes were produced until 
1938. One of its buildings is now incorporated into St Nicholas School.
Kites Croft.
Sandwiched as it is between in-
dustrial estates, a retail park, and 
the suburban areas of Titchfield 
Common and Locks Heath, the 
reserve is a remarkable surviving 
fragment of a farm copse once 
surrounded by agricultural land. 
Geographers call this a ‘relict 
landscape’. A good circular path 
and a 300 yard boardwalk along-
side the Brownwich Stream pro-
vides  easy access and good way-
side viewpoints for the woodland 
and wildlife. Many of the classic 
English broad-leaved deciduous 
trees are represented here, including a cluster of ancient oaks. Animal life includes foxes, 
badgers, dormice, squirrels and small colonies of bats. Birds recorded include tree creepers, 
nuthatches (believed to be the only English bird capable of descending tree trunks   head-first), 
spotted and green woodpeckers, chiffchaffs, blackcaps and, on occasions, buzzards and spar-
row hawks. Spring wildflowers include wood anemones, foxgloves, primroses and honey-
suckle. The Brownwich Stream and its picturesque overflow pond is home to frogs, Palmate 
newts, dragonflies, carp and goldfish. Striking looking but invasive water plants include the 
Parrot Feather all the way from South America, which as the signboard lists, represents a well-
meaning but “unwelcome” introduction by visitors.
Broxhead Common.
Occupying a triangle of land between the A325 and the B3002 just north of Bordon,  Broxhead 
Common is owned by the Headley Wood Estate but managed for recreation and conservation 
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as an LNR by Hampshire CC. The new-
ish Shipwright’s Way passes across the 
Common and numerous sandy tracks 
cut through the heathlands and undu-
lating woodland. The River Wey is 
just to the east, winding through sheep 
pastures, and on the west the more 
elevated parts of the common merge 
with the army training areas of the Al-
dershot Military Lands. Indeed, in the 
woods here are many now overgrown 
remnants of former military structures. 
However, as REME has in 2015 va-

cated Bordon – parts of which now look like a ghost town – the Common’s connection to its 
past as a British and Canadian army training ground becomes ever more remote. Good news 
for walking access! A striking landscape feature of this LNR is the presence of steep-sided dry 
gullies etched into the sandstone. These are edged with plants typical of acid soil heathland 
– one reason why the common is also a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
Crab Wood.
Crab Wood is just 3 miles west of 
Winchester. Yet when you walk deep 
into this 76 hectares of mature forest 
it could be 30 or even 300 miles so 
pervasive is the sense of remoteness, 
silence, and timelessness evoked by 
the over arching  branches and can-
opy of massive oaks and ash trees. 
Truly this is the English woodland 
of folklore and popular imagination. 
Old drovers routes and parish paths 
criss-cross the forest allowing the 
walker to wander at will. Even on 
warm public holidays solitude can be 
found just a few yards from the car park and picnic site on the ‘Sarum Road’ – the Roman road 
from Winchester to Salisbury, now used for much of its length by the 24 miles of the Claren-
don Way. A good hike can be taken north from the CP right through the wood and down to 
Ham Green and then into the quiet village of Sparsholt. The barely surfaced lane to the west of 
the village –with wonderful  views over  golden wheat fields (in August) -  leads in just under 
a mile to a well-marked bridleway on the left. This heads back up into the Forestry Commis-
sion’s  West Wood with its intriguing timber structures of a badger sett and a giant ant heap. 
Children love scrambling about these structures. Indeed, with Crab Wood you ‘buy one and 
get two free’ so to speak for as well as West Wood the extensive Farley Mount Country Park, 
complete with obelisk under which is buried the wonderfully named 18th century racehorse 
“Beware of the Chalk Pit”, occupies the ridge line. Access Crab Wood either from the north 
along the B3049 Winchester-Stockbridge road turning left at Sparsholt;  or along the ‘Sarum 
Road’ off the B3040 at Oliver’s Battery, on the south-western outskirts of Winchester.
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~ The Big Pathwatch  by David Nixon ~

The Big Pathwatch is an ambitious project by Ramblers to walk every public 
RoW in England and Wales by 31 December.  Its purpose is to provide an up-to-
date picture of the state of the path network, and eventually to lead to a statisti-
cal analysis of the state of the network in each part of England and Wales.  It is 
hoped that both Ramblers members and the general public will participate, giv-

ing a wider understanding of the work that Ramblers do to improve the walking conditions for 
everyone.  Ideally, it will get more people walking, and maybe increase Ramblers membership.
Participants should adopt one or more 1x1km squares on the OS 1:25000 Explorer maps and 
walk all the paths in that square, reporting any features they encounter – both good and bad – 
eg good views, points of interest, obstructions such as fallen trees, vegetation, broken stiles etc. 
etc.  Squares can be adopted by clicking on The Big Pathwatch link on the Ramblers website, 
register, then put in a postcode or grid reference to get to your part of the map.  Squares already 
completed are shown in green.  You can also print a full list of the features to record, and print 
a map of your square with a table on which to record your observations.  After surveying your 
square(s) you upload your observations to Ramblers using your PC.  This is the paper-based 
survey.
 If you have a smartphone you can download the Pathwatch app from Google Play or the App 
store.  You can select your square(s) using your PC as above, but then sync your phone to get 
the map of the square onto your phone.  In this case you walk the square with your smartphone, 
inputting features, taking pictures etc as you go.  At the end you can sync your phone to your 
PC, and all the information will be uploaded to Ramblers.
I’ve now done 21 squares using both methods and will pass on my impressions.  The smart-
phone app does not record your GPS position continuously.  When you want to record a fea-
ture you have to ‘Find location’, and this sometimes takes some time.  Then you have to work 
through menus to find and enter the feature you need (choice of 11), then the sub-menus to 
give more detail.  There is no facility for entering text, only pictures and menu choices.  My 
preferred method is to use the paper survey, whilst carrying a GPS and a small voice recorder 
to note the way point number (ie location) and feature identity.  It does not take long to enter 
the information on a PC at home.
I’ve found it useful to take a map showing the squares I want to survey, and the immediately 
surrounding squares.  (I’ve got OS maps on the PC, so it is easy to print what you want) – also 
to draw over the grid lines in biro so that they stand out more clearly).  You might decide when 
you are out to do an extra square or two, because sometimes you do not have to walk all the 
paths if you can see that they are clear to beyond the square boundary.  It can get a bit tedious 
when there are several short un-connected links in your square, but sometimes you can park 
appropriately to check odd sections.
In Hampshire we have about 3800 squares – less than one per Ramblers member, so a complete 
coverage should be possible.  By 1 September more than 10,000 people had registered with Big 
Pathwatch (¾ were non-Ramblers), about 25% of the squares have been adopted, with 18% 
completed. 
I have done some squares whilst leading a short walk and staying on for a while to check the 
odd bits not included in the walk.  It is not a terribly arduous task – why not check the map for 
un-surveyed squares near where you live and do those?
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~ Stiles to Gates by Audrey Brown ~                                  
In October 2014 Waltham Group identified 3 stiles on Footpath 3 in Curdridge that needed 
replacing. These stiles were on land owned by Hampshire County Council at Wangfield  Farm 
Curdridge.
In spring this year, the Group was asked if we would be able to help install these gates. We 
agreed that we would like to help and arrangements were made for us to do the work on 20th 
and 21st August. This turned out to be a bigger job than we thought. With the help of two Hamp-
shire rangers over 
the two days we 
installed 5 medi-
um mobility kiss-
ing gates and one 
straight gate ,the to-
tal number of stiles 
that were on foot-
path 3 at   Wang-
field Farm.  
Further  good 
news on footpath 
3 is that the under-
growth has now 
been cleared south 
of Botley station.  
A problem free 
path from Botley to 
Durley Mill.

Hampshire Rights of Way Improvement Trust The Allan King Way Improvement Plan   
Last year Waltham Group started replacing stiles with gates on The Allan King Way in Bish-
op’s Waltham. We have con-
tinued with the project this 
year. The group received 
funds from the Ramblers 
which enabled us to pur-
chase two kissing gates. 
These gates were installed 
on 5th September on foot-
path 741 in Upham by the 
group’s footpath mainte-
nance team with help from 
Hampshire County Council 
Countryside Access mainte-
nance team, with the consent 
and cooperation of  Mr Bur-
rows  of Kiln Farm .
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~ Hampshire Path Changes by Peter Sollars ~

Confirmed on-the-ground and shown on the HCC online map.
Path-numbers (table below), together with the parish name in LARGER FONTS, are as designated on 
HCC’s Online Map website. Changes will subsequently be finally recorded on the HCC Definitive Map 
and eventually should appear on Ordnance Survey maps.

Parish Path Status
& No.

Details. Including Location

Fareham Footpath 21 Diversion NE of Burridge; Footpath just south of Whiteley 
Cottages now diverted to the NW (long delay before Online 
map recorded this change).

Rowlands
Castle

B r i d l e w a y s 
503a,  503b

Wellsworth Lane (and Sussex Border Path), tracking NNE 
towards Finchdean; now upgraded to a Bridleway with ap-
propriate end gates. 
The change procedure ‘lingered’ over six years, delayed by 
small alignment changes, Extinguishment and Dedication 
plus Creation of two contiguous sections.  
This finalised change is one of the (relatively ‘certain’) 
claims listed under the PATHH initiative (originally entitled 
‘Lost Paths’), promoted by equestrian lobby.

Hartney
Witney

Bridleways 45b, 
46b, 504, 503

Dedication of a series of public Bridleways on Hazeley 
Heath.
A Bridleway, 46b, tracking SW from Hares Farm then NW 
utilising 504 and 45b, towards Hazeley Heath; southwards 
stub, 503, east of Hazeley House.

Romsey Footpath 504 Successful Definitive Map Modification Order to record a 
new Public 
R.of W. in Romsey town between Latimer Street and Mar-
ket Place

Working parties are increasingly a feature of RA Group activities; detailed surveying is a 
significant ongoing task but the principal physical task is clearance of overgrowing and under-
foot vegetation. Footpath Secretaries or other Officers are encouraged to create and oversee 
such clearance work.
The basic principles of Insurance cover, either under Ramblers Association or under HCC, 
have been recognised; communication with HCC’s Senior Countryside Access Ranger, SCAR, 
in both selection of the most logical problem to address and finally the successful feedback to 
the SCAR, are key results.
The Footpath Access & Walking Environment (FPAWE) meetings seek to establish the num-
ber of volunteer-hours undertaken, for each activity type and each month; the three-monthly 
total hours are then published. HCC can thus recognise the level of valuable assistance that 
Ramblers provide in their continued clearance of public paths. 
In total, 313 Volunteer-hours were expended by five RA Groups in Hampshire over the three 
months April / May / June 2015; when further Groups Working Parties are active and provide 
Volunteer-hours numbers, a substantial, doubling (?) of this total should be expected.
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~ To Find a Walking Group Near You ~
These are the constituent groups in Hampshire. You should be able to find information about 
each group here; their activities, walks programs & how to make contact:
Alton                                   http://www.ramblers.co.uk/groups/groupInfo.php?group=WX01
Andover                               http://www.andoverramblers.org.uk          
Eastleigh                             http://www.eastleighramblers.hampshire.org.uk/index2.html
Meon                                    http://www.meonramblers.hampshire.org.uk
New Forest                           http://www.newforestramblers.org.uk
North East Hants                  http://www.nehantsramblers.hampshire.org.uk
North Hampshire Downs      http://www.ramblersnhd.hampshire.org.uk
Portsmouth                            http://www.portsmouth-ramblers.hampshire.org.uk
Southampton                        http://www.sotonram.hampshire.org.uk
SE Hants                              http://www.sehantsramblers.hampshire.org.uk
Waltham                               http://www.ramblers.co.uk/groups/groupInfo.php?group=WX11
Winchester                           http://winchesterramblers.org.uk/
Romsey                                http://www.romseynet.org.uk/ramblers/index.htm
20s,30s                                http://www.hantswalk.org.uk
40+                                      http://www.walkinggroup.org.uk

HAMPSHIRE RAMBLER
magazine

DEADLINE for content receipt
for the next issue is:

THE LAST DAY OF DECEMBER 

Please contribute to your Newsletter!

Send All Copy To:
Alan Mather, Editor

30 Hill Park Road, Fareham, Hants, PO15 6EW
Tel : 01329 284427

    
By email to: 

a_mather@ntlworld.com

FRENCH HOLIDAY HOME

The charges for 2014 are £320 per week for mid season  
and £420 for July & August. Charges include heating
and linen supply.      

•   18th century farm house within 15 minutes  of  the beautiful north west
    coast of  Brittany.
•   Fully refurbished with accommodation for up to six people.
•   Rural, tranquil setting, ideal for exploring the ancient Celtic towns
    and villages.
•   Easy access to the GR34 coastal path and facilities for sailing, horse
    riding and golf.
•   A good centre for people who enjoy open- air activities and a retreat
    from the pressures of  contemporary UK society.

For details please contact Ron Phillips ~ 
Telephone:  01489 690883

Mobile: 07505887244
email:  Ronald.phillips30@ntlworld.com

Website:   www.kerael.webspace.virginmedia.com/kerael.htm

Hampshire Ramblers Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/hantsramblers/
To find any walk: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/find-a-walk.aspx?layer=walks&tab=walks&group=WX03

To join Ramblers:  http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-member.aspx

Ramblers website: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
Hampshire Ramblers website:
www.hampshireramblers.hampshire.org.uk



Disclaimer ~ Whilst every effort is made to ensure accuracy of this newsletter, those concerned  in the preparation cannot be held ac-

countable for errors, omissions or members’ personal  comments contained in articles or advertisements, nor the actions of any advertisers.

The views expressed within these pages are not necessarily those of the Ramblers or those who have been involved in the preparation of this newsletter.

Members Change of Address 
Please inform Central Office 

Tel: 02073 398 595 
Email: ramblers@ramblers.org.uk

~~~~~~~~
We are Britain’s biggest walking charity. We’ve been working for 75 years to promote walking and to improve 
conditions for everyone who walks in England, Scotland and Wales.
The Ramblers is a registered charity England and Wales No. 1093577, Scotland no. SC39799. It is a company lim-
ited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration no. 4458492.The Hampshire Area of The 
Ramblers’ Association has over 5,000 members in Hampshire who belong to one of fifteen Groups. Guided walks are 
arranged every week by all our groups who will be delighted to welcome you. To contact a group, please visit
www.hampshireramblers.hampshire.org.uk or get in touch with the Membership Secretary.

~ Your Hampshire County Committee ~
Chairperson & Membership Secretary

David Nichols
3 Walton Road, Gosport, PO12 3QG

Tel: 02392 529490
Email:  davespecialcon1@btopenworld.com

~~~~~~~~~
Secretary

David Nixon
27 Brading Avenue, Southsea, PO4 9QJ 

Tel: 02392 732649
Email:  dnixon27@waitrose.com

~~~~~~~~

Vice Chairman & Access Officer
Alan Marlow

Underhill House, Beech Copse , Winchester,
SO22 5NR 

Tel 01962 890 031
Email:  atmarlow@virginmedia.com

~~~~~~~~~

HR Editor 
Alan Mather

30 Hill Park Road, Fareham, Hants, PO15 6EW
Tel : 01329 284427 

Email:  a_mather@ntlworld.com
~~~~~~~~

HR Printed by Speedwell Lithoprint Limited
Unit 15, Parham Drive, Boyattwood Industrial Estate

Eastleigh, Hants., SO50 4NU
Tel:02380 612486

~~~~~~~~

Treasurer
Rachel Norris
tel: 0772455576

Email:  rachel.norris@virgin.net
~~~~~~~~

Individual Members Representative
For members not attached to any Hampshire Group

Ruth Croker
tel: 01425 656360

Email:  ruthcroker@talktalk.net
~~~~~~~~

Publicity Officer 
Owen Plunkett

31D Queens Road, Waterlooville, PO7 7SB 
Tel 02392 254 959

Email:  owen.plunkett@talktalk.net
~~~~~~~~

Hampshire Ramblers Website
Webmaster: Mark Austin

Website: www.hampshireramblers.hampshire.org.uk
Email:  mark.maa@TalkTalk.net

Footpath Secretary
Peter Sollars

17 Keydell Close, Horndean, Waterlooville,
PO8 9TB

Tel: 02392 595107
Email: pma.jrsoll@sky.com

For RoW network problems and policy matters contact:
Alan Marlow

~~~~~~~~


